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Solar access and views

the Benevolent society has amended its 
plans based on what local residents told 
us about the importance of views and solar 
access. We have achieved an outcome that is 
better than council’s requirements on limiting 
overshadowing on neighbouring properties 
(should	Council’s	DCP	be	applied	to	the	site).

our architectural team has worked hard to 
position and design the buildings so that they 
have the least impact on solar access to our 
neighbours’ properties. We have developed 
a design that reduces impacts by carefully 
locating the higher parts of the buildings and 
making the buildings a more slender shape.

to ensure we have done everything we could 
to minimise overshadowing, we assembled 
a panel of independent experts to review the 
project. they have reported that it is highly 
compliant with council’s requirements, taking 
Council’s	DCP	as	the	benchmark.

the diagrams on the following two boards 
show the shadows that would be cast on our 
closest neighbours’ properties at various times 
of the day on the shortest day of the year (21st 
June).	The	images	on	the	left	hand	side	indicate	
the level of overshadowing that would result if 
we	were	to	follow	Council’s	DCP.	The	images	
on the right show the overshadowing that our 
architects have determined would occur as a 
result of our design. 

the images show that solar access to 
our closest neighbours’ properties in our 
design are, in most cases, an improvement 
on	Council’s	DCP.
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