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Dear Resident

The Benevolent Society has been
working for some time now on plans for a
new form of housing for older people on
our site between Ocean and Wellington
Streets, Bondi.

We submitted a Development Application
(DA) for the Apartments for Life at Ocean
Street project to Waverley Council in May
and it is being considered by Council.

If you are able to visit our website
(www.bensoc.org.au) you will find a lot
of information there about the project,
including the DA documents.

Sincerely
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Richard Spencer
Chief Executive Officer

[4

Issue No. 8, October 2008

The facts

Some of the key objectives of our Apartments
for Life project are for:

¢ Residents to be able to stay in the same

apartment for the rest of their lives, supported
by visiting community care services when
needed;

e The apartments to be affordable by local older

people in a range of financial circumstances,
including disadvantaged older people who do
not own a home;

¢ A focus on maintaining residents’ connections

with the local community, building informal
sources of support for residents and
overcoming social isolation;

e Research and evaluation so that lessons

learnt can be shared with others;

e Restoration of historic Scarba House, for

use by residents and members of the local
community;

¢ Provision of pathways through the site to

allow access by the general public and
interaction between residents and the local
community.



Expert says new project blends
best of models

“Australia needs to develop new models of
accommodation and care for older people to meet
the demands of an ageing population.

The Society’s project is taking the best of overseas
and local models to develop an innovative solution
suited to its inner city location.

The Society has been generous with its involvement
of other providers, as it has developed the concept.
| am sure, once the development is completed, it will
be a magnet for aged care organisations in Australia
and beyond to come and study.

It is also notable that The Benevolent Society is
committed to providing affordable housing for poorer
older local people as part of the project. This makes
the project all the more essential in an area starved
of affordable housing options.”

Paul Sadler, Chief Executive,
Presbyterian Aged Care NSW and ACT

Polling shows strong support

A majority of Australians aged 50 years
and above favour the Apartments

for Life style of housing, care and
accommodation over nursing homes.

The research was conducted for the
Society by independent firm Galaxy
Research.

The main findings:

¢ 89 per cent of over 50s would prefer
the new style of accommodation that
Apartments for Life offers, to a nursing
home.

¢ The preference for Apartments for Life
was observed across all demographic
groups.

¢ Older Australians see many benefits
in the Apartments for Life style
of accommodation, including the
opportunity to:

+ Keep your independence (seen as a
benefit by 95 per cent)

¢ Live close to family and friends
(90 per cent)

+ Have a level of care tailored to your
needs (89 per cent)

+ Stay in your neighbourhood
(88 per cent).

e A majority (81 per cent) consider it
appropriate for charities to be involved
in accommodation and care of older
people.

¢ There is general agreement that
the government must shoulder the
increased costs of care, support and
accommodation for Australia’s ageing
population.

e Overall, 78% believe that the government

must budget for the increase in aged
care costs that is expected to occur in
the next 10-15 years. Only 15 per cent
believe that the government should look
to reduce its expenditure in this area.

For more information see www.bensoc.org.au and click on
Apartments for Life at Ocean Street Project or contact Sarah Fogg,

The Benevolent Society: 9339 8000 or oceanstsite@bensoc.org.au
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